AMENDMENTS TO THE- CLAIMS 


1 . (currently amended) A retractor comprising: 

a first tissue retaining wall coupled to a first guide recei \ ing chatmei; 

a second tissue retammg wail niovabiv coiipled to the first tissue retmnrag wall ; and 

a iirst '^uidc si/«.d and dnnen^iv'-ioJ one ond to be iccci^od wslhin ihj fiist iiuide 
[(.cenina^chsnnol dnd a{ anolliOf cful to W ms<,ii:d into a first arcaul bone 

2 (ougmal) Th\^ tvlractoi ofclaim L whciem each ol the ietainmg xsalis ha.s a 
substantially Bat side. 

3. (original) The reti^actor of claim 1 , A'v'herein tlie first and second retaining walls are 
nested relative to one another. 

4. (original) Tlie retractor of claim I , -ftliereiii at least one of the retaining waits has a 
curved bottom edge. 

5. (original) The retractor of claim i, \\4ierein at least one of the retaining walls has a 
complimt bottom edge. 

6. (ofigmal) llie retractor of claim 1, further comprising a hinge that couples the first 

and second retaining walls. 

7 . (original) The retractor of claim 1 , further comprising a trame having a mechani sm 
tliat holds the retaining wails apmt from each other. 

8. (original) The retractor of claim 1 , wherein the first guide receiving channel 
comprises a slot 

iom\\ prevented) 1 he leliactor of clann 8. (urihci uichidm^ a name and a 
second f^-uule tecon ing channel uhercm both ofthe guide rccenmt' channels au' disposjcd m 
tlie frame. 

1 (I (original) The retractor of claim 9, wherein at least one of the guide receiving 
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channels is slotted. 


1 1 . (original) The retractor of claim 1 , x\1ierein at le^^t a portion of the retractor is 
substaotidly transparent. 

1 2 (original) Tlie retractor of claim I, further comprising a web that couples distal 

portions of the retaining walls, 

1 3. (original) Th& letractor of claim 1 , further comprising a plurality of removable finger 
processes extending from distal portions of the first retaining wall, 

14. (cancelied), 

1 5. (currently arnended) The retractor system of claim 1 -1-4 wherein the first guide is 
held in place witii respect to the bone by a screw. 

1 6. (currently amended) 'Hie retractor system of claim j. 44, further comprising a frame 
and a clamp or nut that cooperates mih the first guide to assist in holding tlie frame in 
position relati ve to the bone. 

17. (cuffemly amendedj The retractor SNSleiti of claim i •]4^ wherein the retractor has a 
second guide receiving channel spaced apai t i'rom the lust guide receiving channel and 
further comprising a second guide srz&i and diraensioiicd at one end to be recei> cd within the 
second guide receiving channel md at anotlrer end to be insened into a second area of bone. 

1 8. (original) The retractor system of claim 1 7. wherein the second guide is held in place 
with respect to the bone by a second screw. 

1 9. (ctarentfy aiTtended) The reu-actor system of claim 1 -1-4, further comprising an 
expander having a handle and sloped walls. 

21). (previously presented) A method of inserting a tissue reti-actor into a patient, 

coinprising; 
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providing a retractor having paired tissue retracting surfaces and first snd second 
guide receiving areas; 

percutaneously implanting first and second guides into areas of different areas of bone 
in tlie patient; 

positioning upper ends of tlie first and second guides through tl>e first and second 
guide receiving areas, respectiveiy, thereby inserting the retractor into tissue of the patient; 

and 

moving the tissue retracting surfaces apart from one another independently of tlie first 

and secotid guides. 

2 1 . (original ) The method of claim 20, wherein the step of implanting comprises 
screwng the first guide into a pedicle of a vertebra. 

22. (original) The metliod of claim 20, wherein tlie step of implanting comprises 
inserting the first and second guides into difTerent bones. 

23. (original) The method of claim 20, further comprising stabilizing the retractor on the 

guides using a wire. 

24. (new) The method of claim 20, whereui the tmm rett actjng .surfiice.s arc substanlialiy 
continuous. 
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